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working. I ask the Minister to give serious
attention to this matter. I do not want to
have to approach the Government with
pleas for a couple more jetties because main-
tenance has been neglected. Timber has
been available but money is required for
labour to repair the Point Samson jetty. This
work has been delayed for six or eight
moenths to my knowledge. This policy is
fatal to the security of the jetties, and re-
quires more than passing attention.

Vote put and passed.

Votes-Towno Planning,
ploymnent Relief and State
£17,600-agreed to.

B1,750; Unemn*
Labour Bureau,

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 11.51 p..

legislative Council.
Wecdnesday, 22nd October, 1911.
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The PRESII)ENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

BILL-ROAD DISTRICTS ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 3).

Introduced by Hon. J. A. flimniitt
read a first time.

atil

MOTION-GERADTON-MOONYOO-
NOOKA BUS SERVICE.

HON. E. H. ff. HALL (Central) [4.353]:
I nmove-

That this House disqpproves of the action
of the State Transport Board in granting a
monopol 'y to At J. MeVea, of Geraidton, to
conduct onibus services between Geraldton
and the R.A.A.F. training camp at Moonyco-
nookn, withont first calling tenders for such
services, and is of the opinion thlat such licenses

should he wivhed and that tenders should be
called for sanmc as provided for in Section 10
of the State Transport Co-ordination Act.

Preparatory to presenting my ease, I wish
to quote from the State Transport Co-
ordination Act which governs the State
Transport Board. That Act sets out in
Part 11, Division 2, the powers and duties of
the board, and states that, subject to the
Act, the board may of its own volition, or
under the direction of the Minister shall, give
impartial and equitable treatment of all con-
llictiug interests before granting any new
license and call tenders and invite premiums
in any ease where, owing to the importance
of the route or area in which the applicant
proposes to operate, it considers that the
members of the public would be best served
by calling tenders. Section 14 provides that
the board has powver to issue licenses for anl
ominibus at the rate of not exceeding six per
cent, on the gross earnings of the vehicle.

I propose, with the assistance of the files
which I have before me, to prove that the
board did none of these things. It did not,
as I stated in my motion calling for the
papers, invite tenders for the service to the
aerodromne. It did not avail itself of the
section, and require the man to whom it
granted the sole right to pay any charge
other than the ordinary license fee.

When one ri ses in Parliament and makes
a(etaement to which the Minister replies in

the definite terms the Chief Secretary
adopted in virtually contradicting it, one
feels entitled to enter upon a defence. If
you will permit me, Mr. President. I would
like to deal with the statte~rent made by the
Chief Secretary onl this maltet. He said
that the Transport Board adopted the view
that it would not have been fair to allow
anyone clse the right to conduct a buts ser-
vice over the route, unless the party con-
cerned was prepared to accept the respon-
sibilit y of pi oviding the service to th- bench
as Mr. IfcVea. had previously done. IHavin,;
devoted some considerable time to searchting
these files, I find they do not support the
Chief Secretary in that assertion. There
is nothing- in thenm about Mr. MeVea pro-
viding a sen-ice to the beach prior to receiv-
ing this license.

Further, the Chief Secretary ridiculed the
statement made to me by Mr. Waldeck, of
Mullewa, that the chairman of the board had
told him he would have to refer the matter
to M1elbourne. I also found that statement
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hard to believe, but I nuoted the letter that
'Ur. Waldeek sent to me , and strange to say,
I have confirmation of that in a further com-
munication. It is entirely unsolicited and is
not from Mfullewa, but from Geraldton under
(late the 5th October, and addressed to me.

The letter reads-
[ have road with great interest the debate

which has been held in Parliament wvith regard
to the bus service to the B.A.A.P. station ait
Moonyoonooka and would] like to add a few
remarks nmyself. I Also am very dissatisfied
with the treatment handed out to me by the
chairman of the Transport Board, and also
verify the statments made by 'Mr. If. F. Wal-
deck.

Onl the l8th March, 1941, 1 was in Perth to
purchase a seven-seater Vauxtiall ear and had
an appointment made for me by the Hon. the
Premier, Mi. Wilicock, with Mr. Millen, and
after discussing various mnatters, mention was
made of an omnibus license. Mr. Millen then
handed me two omnibus application forms, tell-
ing me to fill one in and forward it to Perth.
He then made these remarks, "Now I cannot
promise you that the omnibus license will be
granted to you, as alt that sort of thing line to
be forwarded to Melbourne, but I will send(
a covering letter with a strong recommenda-
tion." Now, Mr. Hall, if the chairman likes
to deny this, I am prepared to come to Perth
and repeat this statement uinder oath, and at
MY Own] t'xpcllsP.

That letter was written by a one-legged re-
turned soldier who operates on the taxi rank
at Geraldton-L. A. Pomeroy. It is remark-
Alet that there should be anl entirely un-
solicited conflyrmation of my statement which
the Chief Seeretairy characterised as ridien-
Ionts and from which he said it appeared that
I had been misled by Mr, Waldeek. Another
statement by the Chief Secretary was-

I have explained the situation and it seems
to ine that the position will he met properly
by 'Mr. htall making the necessary inquiries at
the office of the Transport Board, seeing the
papers for himself and if necessary, securing a
personal explanation fromn the chairman of the
board. If that course had been adopted, there
wouldl be no necessity for the motion-

This is the part to which I take exception-
nor for some of the wild statements made by
the lion, member in support of it.

The only statement I made was that a pre-
sent had been made of this Moonyoonooka
sen-ice to Mr. MeVes. It is difficult to place
the relevant matters before the House be-
cause there are three separate files. Still, I
defy any impartial person to deny my at ate-
ment, namely, that the right to conduct this
bus service was made a present to Mr.

MRenc. There 'was no need for the Minister
to make that remark; I certainly tried to
deal with the matter quite calmly.

The first file I will deal with is that of
Mr. H. D, Waldeck, of Mullewa, On the
10th Janiuary, one day after the granting of
thle license to 'Nf-. Mcea, a duly completed
sig-ned and dated form was lodged by Mr.
Waldeck applying for a license to operate a
bus, and on the back appears particulars of
the fares hie proposed to charge. For men of
the W.A.A.F. the fare was to be Is. return,
or 6d. for the single journey. On the 29th
January, I forwarded a letter to the chair-
manl of the board in which I said-

Please see enclosed, I know nothing of this
matter-
That w-as the letter frem Mr. Waldeck-

--and feel sure every applicant will receive
a fair dal, 31r. Waldeek is well known to me
and is a. i-cry reliable driver and in every way
worthy of being considered equally with any
other applicant which, as stat ed, I am sure he
wvill be.

The board replied to me on the 5th Febru-
ary as follows:-

T aeknowleuige receipt of your letter of the
29th nlt, enclosing copy of a communication
which you have received from Mr. H. F. Wal-
dlek, of Mullewa, regarding his application for
at license to operate an omnibus service to the
Coraldion aerodrome.

The position is that applications for licenses
had been received from two applicants prior
to the receipt of Mr. Waldeck 's application.
Onec of the applications received had been ap-
proved by the board before ny communica-
tiori was received frtom Air. Waldeck. The
board dloes not feel disposed at the present
time to grant an additional license.

I would like members to pay p~articular
attention to the statement in the letter that
ap~plicat ions for licenses had been received
from two parties. All I can say is that the
ifiles do not support that statement. Bit.
Waldeck can prove that on the 10th Jan-
niary he .put through a trunk-line call to
the Transport Board. True, his application
was not received until a day after the
board had approved the granting of a license
to MLr. MeVea, but Mr. Waldeek was in
touch -with the board. As a result of the
information he received, he, at his own
expense, journeyed to Perth. It is stated
that there were two applications before the
board. The file shows only one other than
that of Mr. Waldeck, and that was Mr.
Me'Vea's.

Hon. J. 3. Holmes: Have tenders been
called?
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Hon. E. Hi. H. HALL: N.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Is not the board com-
pelled to call tenders?

Honl. E. H. H. HALL: No, unless the
Minister so directs. Members will recall
that four-fifths of the Chief Secretary's re-
ply related to a bus service to Bluff Point
or the beach. I stated in my reply that that
had nothing to do with the service to the
R.A.A.F. station, and neither it has, as the
files reveal.

On Mr. MeVell's file is a typed statement
signed by David McVea and witnessed by
one W. Robinson wvho, I understand, is
chief inspector of the board, and bearing the
date the 10th May, 1938. 1 am dealing with
the Chief Secretary's statement that MeVea
was granted the license because he offered
to provide the service. Just a month before
the date of MeVen's statement, C. J. Allen,
a well-known and reputable citizen of Ger-
aldton, nrote to the Transport Board. I
will deal with that letter in due course.
David MeVea's statement begins--

I am a taxi-driver and I own and drive
Oldsmobile sedan car No. GN182. I have
operated my taxi in Geraldton for the past 10
years.

McVea, is now applying for a bus service
within the townsite of Geraldton. There is
no possible doubt about it at all, as the
application is signed by him and witnessed
by W. Robinson. Mr. Robinson's report,
dated the 15th June, 1938, is as follows:-

Please see application attached from McVea,
re bus route at Geraldton. I am of tie opinion
tlat this bus service would be of benefit to the
public and also to school children.

There is nothing in that report about the
service to the aerodromne; it has reference
only to the Bluff Point beach service. Tite
following is the record on the file about the
Geraldton.Moonyoonrooka service, which is
the service to the R.A.A.F. station, but first
I shall read a wire from MeVes. to the
board, dated the 3rd December, 1940-

Am desirous running modern bus service
Geraldton circuit anti Moonyoonooka. Letter
following with full particulars.

On the same day, Mc~en wrote to the
board as follows:--

Some time ago I wrote your hoard with re-
ference to conducting a bus service in and
.around Oeraldton and the Victoria district.
Mly intention at the time was to olierate a
modern and up-to-date bus service and run to
a schedule; my plans, however, were upset
owing to the unsettled world situation, and the

time was not right for conducting such a ser-
vice. I am now of the opinion that a bus ser-
vice run on proper lines and to a schedule,
should prove successful in Geraldton provided
the encumbrances are not too heavy.

I hereby wish to make application to your
board for the right to conduct a bus service
inl the Geraldtne circuit and Moonyoonoolta.
I am prepared at a later date to supply you
with a schedule which will suit the requi.re-
ments of Geraldton and the R.A.A.F. station
which is to be erected at Moonyoonooka, seven
miles from Oeraldton.

The secretary of the board wrote to McVea
in reply on the 9th December, 1940, as
follows:-

I acknowledge receipt of your letter of tice
3rd instant, regarding your proposal to operate
an omnibus service isi the Geraldton district. I
would he pleased if you would set out full de-
tails on one of the attached forms. You should
give an exact description of the route or routes
to be followed, the fares (including sectional
fares, return fares, concession fares, etc.), also
particulars of the proposed timetable.

As stated by the Chief Secretary, reference,
were obtained from the Mayor of Geraldton
and from other well-known people. Waldeck~
referred to the President of the Senate, Hon.
James Cunningham, the Honl. T. Moore, and
myself. In the following further letter from
MeVea to the board, dated the 17th Decem-
her, 1940, he states-

At the moment I ntfl unsable to submit the
pink form (application for an omnibus license)
because the whlole scheme is dependent on the
peak periods from the proposed new Air Train-
ing site, therefore you will appreciate that it

is impossible for mec as yet to draw up a definite
timetable and scale of charges.
The board replied on the 2nd January, as
follows:-

I refer to your letter dated the 17th ultimo,
in which you enclosed certain particulars re-
garding omnibus facilities proposed to be oper-
ated by you in the Geraldton district. Before
this matter can be dealt with by the board, it
will be necessary for you to submit a proper
application for license in respect of each vehicle
you intend to operate. If the details of the
vehicles are not available at present, you could
leave that particular information to be sup-
plied later, lbut the board must have schedules
alhowing the proposed timetable and fares, in-
cluding sectional fares, return fares, children's
fares, etc.

On the 8th January Me~ea telegraphed tine
Iboard as follows:-

Myv rely to yours of January second, will
arrive morning of Friday tenth.
MeVeaCs first application is dated the 7ths
January. In it he said, "For schedules,
please see attached.'* By the way, I do not
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like mentioning this, but it may be most im-
portant. The application form is datea the
7th January, but at the bottom is the board's
official stamp, "Approved, December 15th,
1940."' Therefore, an application was made
to the board on the 7th January, 1941,
whereas, according to the official stamp of
the board, it was approved on the 15th De-
cember, 1940. Evidently a mistake was
mnade; the date should be the 15th January,
1941. That is an indication of the way in
which this matter has been dealt with. In
the schedules attached to his application,
McVea states his price as is. each way. In
Waldeck's application, made the following
day, he quoted 6d. each way, but I shall
deal with that later. These were the fares to
be charged to airmen only. In his covering
letter, dated the 7th January, MoVes states-

You will note that I have included six Ocr-
nifiton circuit trips; this I would like to try
out for, say, six weeks to ascertain if the
business warrants continuing.

It was a rather elastic sort of arrangement.
Mees, was granted a valuable concession on
the understanding that he would make cer-
tain trips. On the 7th January he wrote the
hoard informing it that he would try the
scheme out for six weeks in order to ascer-
tain whether it would be worth continuing.
On the 14th January, getting anxious and
evidently knowing something about the
board's methods, he wired the secretary as
follows:

Would you kindly advise your board's de-
cision Friday's meeting re bus license.

On the 15th January he receivedl the follow-
ing reply:-

Agreeable issue omnibus license subject ap-
proval vehicle.

That telegram was confirmed by letter of
the same date, as follows-

Further to my telegram of even date, I have
to advise that my board has approved of your
application for an omnibus license to the 30th
June next to operate an omnibus service be-
tween Ocraldton and the new aerodrome, etc.
This approval. is subject to full details of the
vehicle proposed to be used being submitted to
and approved by tils board.

The timetable and fares which you have set
out have been approved, with the exception
that in accordance with Regulation No. 28 of
the Transport Regulations, 1934, any child
under the age of five years and who does net
occupy a seat to the exclusion of a paying
passenger must be carried free of charge.

Nothing further happenea until the 7th
March when the board wrote to McVea as
follows:

Regarding the new Ford V8 omnibus for
which you have applied for a license to operate
in the Oeraldton district, will you please for-
ward the current Traffic Act licenses for in-
spection at your earliest convenience.

On the 24th March, McVea replied as fol-
lows:-

Attached you will find the current traffic
license for my Mercury Ford VS bus for your
inspection as requested.

On the 16th April MceVea. made another
application for a license, which was
approved by the board on the 19th April,
the fares to be the same as those already
stated, 9d. each way. I made a mistake when
quoting the fare before. I said Is., hut it
should be l9d.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Waldeck's tender was
6d. each way.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Yes.
Hon. J. A. Dimmnitt: These are airmen's

fares?
Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Yes. I am deal-

ing only with airmnen's fares. I san glad
that I have been able to correct the mis-
quotation. The ordinary fare to the
aerodrome was Is. each way, but for the
1tA.A.F. it was 9d. each way. Those fares
are quoted in the application of the 7th
January. Here is a written statement from
David MofVes of Geraldton, It reads as
follows:

I am at present the owner of a Ford VS bus
No. ON 888, licensed by the W.A.T.B., Gerald-
ton to aerodrome. Seating capacity 28 seater.
I find now that the one bus is not large enough
to cope with the passengers at peak periods.
There are at least 700 men stationed at Gerald-
ton R.A.ALF. I iah to make an application
for a license for a second bus to be used on
this run mostly at peak periods, and also a
second bus is required in case any breakdown
should occur with the VS bus. Also I wish to
make a complaint against Mr. Pomeroy, owner
of two taxis at Gernldton. This person is el-
wanys running passengers at separate fares to
the aerodronie. His usual practice is to leave
Just before the bus is due to leave. I am
of the opinion that Pomeroy is securing his
extra petrol from Ron. Marsh (his brother-in-
law) both in partnership in a boweer. Marsh
is the local carrier and also a sub-contractor
for persons who have contracts with the
1RA.A.F.

That is signed David 'Mellea and witnessed
by W. Robinson. The complaint is against
a one-legged returned soldier who is earning
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a living by running a taxi service. On the
23rd April the secretory of the Transport
Board wrote to 31r. MeVe-

My board has approved of your application
for a. separate omnibus to be operated in the
Gernldton district.

A license fee will be issued to the 30th June
next upon receipt of-

(a) the current Traffic Act licenses for
the vehicle; and

(b) the fee of fl.

There was an application dated the 27th
June which was received on the 2nd July
and approved on the 23rd July. That was
his third application and the fares were Gd.
each way. On the 30th June MeIcca wrote
to the board that owing to petrol restrictions
and other causes he found that now that
both buses were required at the air force
station at peak periods, especially between
the hours of 4 p.m. and 6 p-rm. their stand-
down" times clashed with the town timo
table, and asked the board's permission tem-.
porarily to cancel the town runs except the
2.30 p.m. service via a route apeefied in the
letter. On the 2nd July the secretary of the
hoard wrote-

I refer to your letter of the 25th ulto. in
which you state that the Tralffic Act license
for your Dodge Graham omnibus has not been
returned to you.

I cannot discover any letter dated the 25th
but there is the one dated the 30th to which
I have just referred. The secretary's letter
continues,-

According to the records at this office that
license was returned to you at the same time
as the Transport Board license was issued.

in a footnote the secretary stated-
When I was in Geraldton recently you stated

that you desired to apply for a special license
for additional fuel to enable you to continue
operating. As portion of the tickets (20 gal-
lons) hays already been issued to you, I would
be pleased if you would submit the application
on one of the attached forms -without delay.

On the 14th July another application for
an omnibus license was submited by Mr.
Me~ca. It was received on the 21st July
and approved on the 23rd July. The fares
were to be the same, 6d. each way. On thie
23rd July the secretary of the board wrote
as follows:-

My board has approved of your applications
for two omnibuses to be operated on the routes
Ret out by you. Will you please forward-

(a) The current Traffic Act licenses for
your vehicles for inspection (includ-
ing passenger vehicle licenses); and

(b) License fees amounting to £4 (E2 each
vehicle).

That was an application for those two
buses to operate to the period ending the
30th June, 1942. So that the board at that
late period granted Me~ea. another year's
license for two omnibuses. On the 25th
July he submitted an application for an-
other bus. The application was received on
the 29th. There was a bit of slickness about
this office because this application which
was dated the 25th July and received on the
29th July was approved on the 30th July.
That was for the third omnibus! I do not
expect members to remember the dates I
have given, hut if they could it would help
them to realise that there is something more
in this matter than meets the eye-

I desire to stress the point that I have
the highest regard for the three members
of the Transport Board. I do not believe
any one of them would be guilty of doing
anything that was not strictly bonourable.
I mean that'1 What I do think is that the
board, whose chairman has also been ap-
pointed chairman of the Liquid Fuel Control
Board, has relied on some of its officers per-
haps more than it would do in normal times,
and consequently the consideration has not
been given to this matter that otherwise
would have been devoted to it. The other
two members of the board are only part-
time members.

The -whole facts lead me to express an
opinion somewhat similar to others that have
been voiced to the effect that hoards are not
altogether as satisfactory as they might be.
I am not retracting what I have said about
the members of the Transport Board not
doing anything except what was strictly
honourable, but it is possible for us all to
make mistakes-many of them-and I think
that in this instance a mistake has been
made, caused largely by the chairman hav-
ing the difficult task of filling the dual posi-
tions of chairman of the Transport Board
and chairman of the Liquid Fuel Control
Board.

Returning to the subject matter of the
motion, here is a letter from Mr. Allen
dated the 12th April, 1938, which is headed
"Re Proposed Bus Service for Bluff Point,
Won thella and East Geraldton and Uta-
cansa Residents." If the Chief Secretary
had mentioned Wonthella, or more parti-
cularly Utacarra, which is on the way to
the aerodr-ome, he would have cited at better

1364



[22 OCTOBER, 1941.] 1

case than Bluff Point. This is the first
application on the Mei. The writer says that
he has the finance and intends to form a
company and go into the matter.

There is one fact upon which the Chief
Secretary and I agree, namely, that after
the Transport Board had called tenders and
spent about £8 upon advertising in the
"West Australian," the "Sunday Times"
and the Oeraldton paper, no tenders were
received, but, as I said before, that had
nothing to do with the aerodrome service,
nothing at all. Here is a statement written
by Mr. Robinson, but that had nothing to
do with the matter. Here are the tenders
all set out showing the streets that the buses
were to traverse. The most elaborate condi-
tions were set out for a service for which
no one tendered; hut for a highly payable
service, which should have been known to
the board because it had its officer there, no
tender was. called.

The Chief Secretary: Do you say that it
was a highly payable sen'ie when the con-
tract was given 9

Hon. E. H, H. HALL: Everybody con-
cerned knew-it was common knowledge in
Gcraldton-what the strength of that camp
would he, and when they fell over themselves
putting in prices and making inquiries, they
knew it was going to be a highly profitable
undertaking. Mr. Waldeck is a poor man
who conducts a school bus service. Why did
he spend £10 in travelling to Perth to inquire
about this matter? On the 28th April, 1939,
the board wrote to the Town Clerk of Ger-
aldion as follows:-

Re Proposed Omnibus Services in the Gerald-
ton District;

With reference to the advertisement calling
for applications for the conduct of two Omni-
bus services in your district, I have to advise
that the last day for submitting applications
was Wednesday, 19th inst., but no applications
were received.

The board does not propose to take any fur-
ther action in the matter but where passenger
transport facilities arc needed at any time for
the purpose of conveying passengers either to
the beach or Bluff Point, etc., the matter can
be dealt with by the issue of permits from your
office on behalf of this board.

There was a man named Baskerville who
submitted an application, hut he withdrew
because, as stated by the Chief Secretary, he
thought the other man had a much better
conveyance. Again, however, I reiterate
that that had nothing to do with the acre-

drome service. Mr. Curlewis wrote on the
5th April, 1940, as follows-

I would be glad if you could advise me upon
the terms and conditions which would apply
for the inauguration of a bus service at Get-
aldton. The idea is to run the bus service
round the residential areas during week days
and to use the bus for excursions, etc. durng
week-ends. .

Would you be good enough to give me in-
formation as to what restrictions, if any, would
apply and conditions of operation?

The hoard replied giving him the conditions.
On the 29th October, 1940, Mr. Baskerville
wrote to the board but later withdrew his
application. On the 3rd January, 1941, a
body known as the Geraldton Tourist Bur-
eau wrote to the board as follows: -

Applications have recently been lodged with
your department in connection with the estab-
lishment of bus services in Geraldton. These
will require due deliberation but in view of the
progress of the season and the urgent need for
transport in and around the town, particularly
in view of the early establishment of an Air
Force training school here, my committee would
appreciate an early consideration of the appli-
catlouls and your advices regarding a finality.

That was quite a courteous letter but it was
ignored. No reply was forwarded. Here is
a letter from another man operating a taxi
service who applied for another bus but his
application was promptly turned down. On
the 12th February, 1941, the secretary of the
Transport Board wrote to the secretary of
the Liquid Fuel Control Board as follows:

Re additional tax licensc---Gcraldton district.
I refer to your letter of the 7th instant relative
to an application submitted by one E. E.
Whitby of Marine-terrace, tleraldtoa, for a
motor spirit consumer's license in respect of a
new taxi.

In view of the fact that an Omnibus service
will be operating in the next few weeks to
cater for passenger traffic between Geraldton
and the new R.A.A.F. aerodrome, the Trans-
port Hoard is of the opinion that the licensing
of an additional taxi in the Geraldton district
is not warranted.

Then another man named Percy Buirnett
wrote to the Transport Board on the 12th
February, which, it is true, was after the
first, license had been granted. In the course
of his letter in which he applied for a license
to run a passenger bus between Geraldton
and the aerodrome, he said-

I understand there will be over 1,000 men at
the Flying School and they will require several
buses on the run.

The board replied to that letter intimating
that it was not prepared to grant another
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license for a bus at that juncture. Now I
come to a man who occupies a very im-
portant position. I do not suggest for one
moment that the Defence Department or the
military authorities should be allowed to dic-
tate to the Transport Board, but still I
think that the Officer Commanding the
R.AA.F. station at Oeraldton should have
been shown some consideration in his en-
deavour to cater for the requirements of his
men. On the 16th 'March the Wing-Corn.
mander in charge of the R.A.A.F. station at
Oeraldton wrote to the Transport Hoard as
follows:--

With reference to the omnibus service be-
tween this station and Geraldton, Mr, P. Bur-
nett, of 3 Francis-street, Geraldton, has made
inquiries at this headquarters relative to the
possibility of augmenting the present service
available for personnel during leave periods.

In view of the future rapid expansion of
the station, it is pointed out that as the present
licensee is fully taxed to fulfil an efficient ser-
vice, the question of licensing another omnibus
should be considered without delay. It is con-
sidered, in the interests of local enterprise, that
a competitive basis should be established when
granting an increased service.

A copy of this memo has been forwarded to
Mr. Burnett to substantiate his application for
a license.

On the 15th March Burnett again wrote to
the Transport Board commencing with the
statement-

I wisth to renew nay application for at trans-
port ]ie.ensn to operate a buts between Gerald-
ton and the Air Force station.

On the 21st March the Transport Board re-
plied to the Officer Commanding the
R.AAYP. station as follows:-

I7 acknowledge receipt of your letter of the
16th inst. urging early action towards the pro-
vision of additional transport facilities between
the town of Gersldton and the new R.A.A.F.
station. It is the intention of the chairmen of
tte board to visit Geraldton very shortly to
inquire into the matter of passenger transport,
end lie will no doubt interview you in connec-
tion with the matter.

So far as the fil discloses, the chairman of
the Transport Board never visited Gerald-
ton; the secretary undertook that task, but
did not think it worth while to call upon the
comimanding officer. On the 22nd March
Burnett wrote to the board again renewing
his application and stating-

I earnestly desire to be granted a chance of
earning a living which a bus license will give
me. I am a. married man with three children.

The file shows that on the 23rd March,
David MeVeg wrote to the Transport Board
as follows:

rurther to my telephonic communication with
Mr. Robinson last week, I wish to advise that
Mr. Pomeroy has arrived back in Gerald ton
with a seven-seater Vauxhall sedan. He has
not yet licensed the vehicle and I understand
that it is not his intention to do so until the
commencement of the last quarter of the licens-
lug period. This gentleman already has a
Vauxh all five-seater licensed on the rank ad
does a once-weekly mall trip of 84 miles the
return trip, and intends putting the second
vehicle on the rank also. He is advising the
personnel of the R.A.AYP. station that when he
puts this seven-seater into service his ear will
operate at the same price as the bus.

The bus stand allocated to me by the muni-
cipal traffic authorities is directly opposite the
taxi rank in Marine-terrace and the taxis arc.
already running to and from the air port at
single fares. Owing to the fact that I have
laid out a considerable amount of money in es-
tablishing the bus service and have had tickets
printed, also have given much time and thought
to the projet, I feel that some measure of
protection should be afforded me against the
opposition of the seven-seater taxi running in
ctompetition. Therefore I should be pleased if
you would place this matter before your board.

That indicates that the man who had se-
cured this valuable concession did not like
anyone else coming in! Burnett wrote
again on the 26th April and the board re-
plied to him on the 29thi April, in which
communication the secretary stated-

Regarding the transport generally, it is the
chairman 's intention to visit Ocraldton as soon
as possible after his return from the Eastern
States, and you and any others interested will
then be able to submit representations to Wle
chairman on the spot.

I repeat that, as far as the file discloses,
the chair-man never paid that visit to Ocr-
aldton. Then there is a letter from the
traffic inspector of the municipality of
Cieraldton under date the 27th May, and in
his communication to the Transport Board
that officer stated-

I would be obliged if it is possible for you
to send one of your inspectors to Geraldton to
cheek Lip on the omnibus run from Geraldton
to the R.AAF. station.

I have every reason to believe that the taxis
of Geraldton are charging separate fares for
airmien on this run. Owing to the fact that it
is very difficult for mec to get the evidence re-
quired, also the fact that I can only work with-
in the council boundaries, I would be grateful
if you would sead one of your inspectors when
available.
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The board replied to the traffic inspector's
letter on the 25th June as follows:-

I refer to your letter of the 27th ult. in
whichi you suggested that one of the board's
inspectors might visit Geraldton. in connection
with the transport of passengers to and from
the Geraldton R.A.A.F. station.

I was in Geraldton during the past week-end
and very much regret that the time at my dis-
posal did not permit of a discussion with you
regarding not only the question of transport
to the aerodrome, but also various other mat-
ters. Unfortunately I was unable to complete
all the business awaiting and it may be neces-
sary at a very early date for either myself or
some other member of the board's staff to
make a further journey, when matters can be
discussed.

The file shows that a letter expressing re-
gret was despatched to the commanding offi-
cer of the R.A.A.F. station under date the
25th June. That letter reads-

During the past week-end I visited Oeraldton
in connection with various matters, and it waa
my inatention to discuss with you the question
of the transport facilities available to and from
the Geralfiton 3.A.A.F. station. Unfortu-
nately I had very little time at my disposal and
was unable to transact all the business on hand.

One particular question which I wished to
discuss with you was that of the omnibus ser-
vice to and from the station. I interviewed.
Mr. McVea, the present operator, who informed
me that lie was endeavouring to obtain a third
omnibus, and that he had already discussed
the position with you. He advised that the
Air Force had in the past issued ration tickets
to personnel f or the conveyance of themselves
and others to and from the station, but that
you proposed in future to discontinue that
practice, provided that Mr. Molten was in a
position to run extra trips with his bus, in
which case lie wvould require additional petrol
totalling 50 to 60 gallons a month.

If you have any views to express in connec-
tion with the above matter or any other mat-
ter connected with liquid fuel or transport, I
would be pleased to receive your advice of same.

It would appear that the Commanding
Officer at the Air Force station has some
justilicatiovi for expecting that the matter
would have been discussed with him, or
at any rate, that a reply would have been
sent to him, but there is no record on the
fie of any such reply.

I am sorry to have delayed the House so
long in dealing with this matter, but an
important principle is at stake. Here we
have a board whose chairman holds a dual
position. I regard that as wrong. If that
was not tho position, I do not think the
situation I have disclosed would ever have
arisen. The chairman was to have paid a

visit to Geraldton but did not do so. Had
he visited that centre he would have been
satisfied as to what should be done. In
this instance the hoard should have exer-
cised discretion and called for tenders,
Another point must not he lost sight of,
particularly when we are continually being
told that there is a shortage of petrol. I
would like the House to know that there is
a good bitumen road from Gerald ton to the
Air Force station, which is seven miles
distant. I would be pleased to know why
the Transport Board did not insist upon a
g-as producer plant being installed on the
buses used on this route. Do you, Mr.
President, know what quantity of petrol
is used in connection with this particular
ser-vice? Of course you do not, nor do I.

Hon. G4. Fraser: Than why ask us?

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I am going to
convey to the House the information that
has been supplied to me. I have been told
that these vehicles are consuming and oh-
taing without any trouble at all, between
500 and 600 gallons of petrol monthly.
That quantity is provided for this particu-
lar service at a time when I and many
other nmembers of Parliament are being be-
sieged with requests from our constituents
to secure for them enough petrol to enable
them to earn their living. That is a matter
concerning which inquiries might well be
made.

1 ask the House to approve of my mo-
tion, drastic though it may be. I am well
aware that the Government can treat it
with contempt. I did feel disposed to
move for the appointment of a select comn-
mittee to investigate the matter, but I wvas
constrained to adopt another course in
order to save the expense and time that
would be needed for such an inquiry. I
have endeavoured faithfully to place before
members a summary of the contents of the
files, and I now leave the matter in the
hands of the House for determination,

On motion of the -Chief Secretary, de-
bate adjourned.

BU 5L-fl(DVBTBIAL ARBITRATION
ACT AflKEfNT.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

1367



1368 [COUNCIL.]

BILL-ROAD DISTRICTS ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 2).

Recommittal.

On motion by lion. H Tuckey, Hill re-
committed for the further consideration of
Clauises 5 and 8,

In Committee.

Hion. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Honor-
ary Minister in charge of the Bill.

Clause 5-Amendment of Section 87:
Hon. If. TUCKEY: I move an amend-

met-
That in lines 11 and 12 of proposed new

Subsection 6 of Section 87 after the word
''every'' the words "ballot paper issued dui-
ing nay year" be struck out, and the word
''counterfoil'' inserted in lieu, and that after
the word ''number'' in lines 181 and 14 the
words "an its counterf oils shtall bear the
samne number' be struck out.

That provision in the Bill would do away,
with the secrecy of the ballot. I fail to see
any need for the proposal in the Bill which,
if enacted without my amendment, means
that practice will continue. 'nder the
present system it is easy to discover
for whom a postal vote was given. The
ballot paper and counterfoil are placed
in separate envelopes, which arc placed
in a third envelope addressed to the re-
turning officer; but it is easy for the num-
tiers to he seen and compared with the num-
bers on the counterfoil, which bears the
name and address of the voter.

The HONORARY 'MINISTER: An Act
derling with this matter was passed int 1019.
The object of thle counterfoil is to give ready
access to ballot pnars in the event of an
appeal. The elector goes to the returning
officer and makes a declaration on the counl-
terfoil. The counterfoil is placed in a sep-
arate envelope. It is checked with the roll
before the envelope containing the ballot.
paper is opened. If the matter appears to
be in order, the ballot paper is taken out of
the envelope and placed in the ordinary
ballot box in the booth. After the election
the ballot papers are sealed and sent on to
the M3inister. The subject was debated in
both Chambers in 1910, and it was recog-
nised then that great care had to be exer-
cised in the taking of postal votes. It is
useless to put a number on the counterfoil
imlas a number is put on the ballot paper-
Therefore the process is not absolutely

secret . A returning officer could see how
.Jaek Brown voted by opening thle ballot
box and sorting out all the ballot papers.
fhe need for extreme strictness is recognised.

Hon. HI. TUCREY: After the year 1914
thle position became very different. Pre-
viously almoit anyone could take an absentee
vote. Since then, however, the Act has been
amended; and there arc now very few postal
vote officers, There are mean4 of denling,
with officers, who may act as the Minister ha s
deswribed. Why is not the absentee voter
granted the same protection at, the ordinary
voter? There is no need to continue the
numbering, which should never have been
introduced.

Hon. WV. J. MA"NN: 1 should very mutch
like to sutpport 31r. Trw-key, but feel that 1
cannot reasonably (10 so. For at least 25 or
:10 years; road boards 'i-crc in thle habit of
having- their absentee ballot forms printed
in local offices. 'My office has printed many
of them. Some distinguishing miark is nces-
sary, because nto matter hlow careful a
printer might be, it would be quite possible
for ballot papers to be printed ever and
above the number required; and frequently
thle ballot papers are hand-numbered. Usu-
ally 10 or 20 more ballot papers thtan the
number required are printed. If the people
concerned are careful, they will see that
the surplus ballot papers are destroyed; but
it is qurite possible for unscrupulous persons
to get hold of two or three ballot papers,
tear off portion, and drop the papers in the
ballot box.

One does not work in a printing office for
years, without learning what unscrupulous
persons will do. T know of a case in which
two boys were given money to go through
the rubbish bin of a printing office to see if
they could find a copy of a document. T
feel that the present system is thle nearest to
beig watertight. Inl a closely contested
election a manl might easily forge another
Iia's signature on a ballot paper and drop,
the paper in the box.

Hon. H. TUCKEY: I nam qulite unable to
agree with Mr. M1ann. It is useless to say
that anl unscrupulous person could take a
ballot paper and write at name on it, because
that ballot paper would not correspond with
the official one. All ballot papers have to be
initialled and stamped. It would be difficult
to pass off such a ballot paper for an ord-
inary vote,

Hon. WV. J. Mann: Not at all!
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Hon. H. TUCKEY: What about the ord-
inary voter? He can go into the booth and
write something on a paper behind the
screen and place the paper in the ballot box,

The CHAIRMAN: This method follows
the exaimple respecting the Legislative
Assembly.

Hon. H. TUOKEY: But the Assembly's
ballot paper has no number on it.

The CHAIRMAN: Yes, it has.
Hon. H. TUCKEY: I disagree with the

numbering system.
Hon. Sir HAL COLEBAT OH: What is

the practice in State elections? It is un-
doubtedly objectionable that the secrecy of
the ballot should be violated in any way.

The HONORARY 'MINISTER: I cannot
offhand answer that question. I hope the
Committee will not alter the existing pro-
cedure. That which has happened in the
past has given rise to the inclusion in the
Act of the particular section with which we
are now dealing. All kinds of things can
happen between the time of the taking of
the vote and election day. It has been found
on many occasions that although technically
this method doees not constitute a secret
ballot, it is safer to follow that system than
to adopt another.

Hon. H. Tuckey: If a secret number is
put on the balloU paper, that renders it in-
formal.

The CHAIRMAN: In this instance, the
voter signs the butt, and not necessarily the
counterfoil. He is given a ballot paper
initialled by the postal vote officer. The
paper is numbered. The counterfoil is put
into one envelope and the ballot paper into
another, and these envelopes are marked
"Counterfoil" and "Ballot paper." Every-
thing is then put in another envelope and
sent to the returning officer, or the presiding
officer at the counting place before the close
of the poll. The envelope is then opened
and the counterfoil compared with the roll.
If everything is in order, the ballot paper
is extracted from the envelope and marked
"Ballot paper," and the ballot paper goes
into the postal vote ballot box.

Ron. Sir Hal Colebatch: There is nothing
to associate it with the counterfoil.

Thq CHAIRMAN: No. It is not looked
at. If the counterfoil is not in order, it and
the ballot paper aire pinned together, laid
aside, and not allowed. The idea is that it
is possible to trace fraud. Unless numbers
are used, that cannot be done.

Hon. H. TUCKEY: When these papers
are taken front the ballot box they are sepa-
rated and placed according to the candidates
in whose favour they are.

The Honorary Minister: That is not so.
Hon. H. TUCKEY: They have to be

examined at some time. It is not a secret
ballot, because the numbers can be traced.
Several people may be in the booth.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The fact
that two or three people way be in the booth
makes the whole thing still more secret.

Hon. H. Tuckey: What one man does not
see, the other will.

The HONORARY MINISTER: People
could not see the numbers if they wvanted to.
When the counterfoil is in order and the
namne is found to be on the roll, the ballot
paper is opened and, without examination,
is placed in the ballot box. The validity of
the vole is only questioned afterwards.

Hon, H. V. PJESSE: I have ascertained
from the secretary of a road board that the
procedure outlined by the Honorary Minis.
ter is followed. It should not be possible
for anyone to find out how I have voted.
My two votes, on one occasion, were placed
in the box, and went to the returning officer
in an envelope. When that officer received
the envelope, he opened it, put the votes
into the ballot box, and checked the counter-
foil with the roll. Had my name not been
on the roll I do not suppose my vote would
have been admitted. A double cheek is made,
firstly by the man who accepts my vote, and
secondly by the returning officer who has
to see that the vote is correctly lodged.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: My contention is that
M1r. Piesse's vote could have been foreseen.
Postal vote papers are numbered. That
number would appear on the counterfoil
and on the voting paper. The returning
officer could look through the votes and
could have told how everyone had voted.
Some 50 persons might have been involved.
I find that people do not like to vote by
post, because they are afraid the road board
secretary or the returning officer will know
how they have voted. Anything we can do
to allay that feeling should be done.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes .. . .13

Noes .. . .11

Majority for . . 2
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Ains.
Hon. 0.7F. Enter Hon. H. S. W. Parker
Haon. Sir HlColehatch Hon. H. V. Piee
J-Hon. L. Craig HOn. H. L. Roche
Hon. J. . . mitt HaIn. H. Tucker
Hon. WV. R. Hall Hon. G. B. Wood
Hoan. V. Hameraley R on. EI. H. H. Hall
Hon. J. J. Holmes Tlc.

NOES.

Hon. G. Fraser Hon. 0, W. Miles
Hon. E. H. Oray Han. T. MooreHon. H. M. Heenan Hon. F, R, Welsh
Non. WV. H. KN ton Ron. A. Thoso
Hon., J. N. Mactarlane I mo(Teller.)

Aimendmnent thus passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

The CHAIR MAN: Before the Committee
passes on to the next amendment, I point
out that almost every member, in the amend-
ments he places upon the notice paper,
infringes the Standing Orders. Apparently
the desire is to strike out words, and put
them in again during the same Committee.

Clause 8--Amendmnent of Section 245:
Hon. G. B. WOOD: I move an amend-

m1ent-
That the following paragraph be added-
(e) If in any year the net income and the

proceeds of the Joan rate imposed under para-
graph (b) of this subsection are together insuf-
ficient to meet the commitments of the Board
in that year in respect of any such under-
taking the Board may pay the deficiency oat
of its general revenue.

This amendment is moved at the request
of the Road Boards Association. Members
will recall the argument advanced by the
Minister in another place, as well as by the
Honorary Minister in this Chamber, to the
effect that the Bill had been brought down
because certain road boards have asked for
it. The Wyalkatcemei and Kondinin Road
Hoards some time ago imposed a loan rate
out of which they paid for their town halls.
AS the years went by they found that the
rent from the buildings and the loan rate
were not sufficient to meet their commit-
nients. Accordingly, the deficiency was
made up out of general revenue. The ob-
ject of the amendment is to legalise some-
thing that has already been done. In my
view, the Bill does not go far enough in
that direction, hence the new paragraph I
now bring before the Committee. I have
been asked by the Crown Law Department
to add these words, "and in such ease Sub-
section 4 of this section shall apply."

Hon. A. Thomson:. It is already provided

The HONORARY -MINISTER: I am ad-
vised by the Crown Solicitor that this
amendment is redundant, but will do no
harm if inserted.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: The amendment does
not provide f or repayment.

The HONORARY 'MINISTER: I am ad-
vised it is not necessary to insert those
words to ensure repayment. I have no ob-
jection to the amendment if the Committee
wishes to accept it.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: I have to differ from
the Honorary Minister and the Crown
Solicitor, and I am backed up by the audi-
tors. The road boards are continually in
trouble with their auditors who say that Sub-
section 4 does not cover the position. I ask
the Committee to accept the amendment. It
will satisfy the auditors and do a lot of good.

The CHAIRMAN: This Bill has been re-
committed from the third reading, and this
proposed amendment is not on the notice
paper. It is questionable whether the Com-
mittee can go beyond that amendment, but
I will relax a little. I will ask the
Honorary Minister to add the words.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I move-
That the amendment be amended by adding

the words "and in Such case Subsection 4 of
this section shall apply."

Hon. L. Craig: It really brings the posi-
tion hack to that of the original Act.

Amendment on amendment put and
passed.

Hon. V. UAMERSLEY: I draw the at-
tention of the Committee to the fact that
the wording of the amendment moved by
Mr. Wood is rather serious. If a road
board raises a loan to introduce a system
of deep drainage or something else which
only applies to one section in a scattered
district, the Ion expenditure would be
borne by the whole community on behalf
of that one section.

Hlon. G. B. WOOD: My amendment has
nothing to do with that aspect. Subsection
4 deals with the objection raised by Mr1%
Hamersicy. In order to meet the posi-
tion he mentions he should mnove to delete
that subsection. My amendment deals
with reproductive undertakings such as town
halls.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Provision is made
in the Health Act for drainage, as sug-
vested by Mr. Hamersley. It lays down
that if a drainage system is adopted only
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those persons who derive benefit from it
are responsible for the payment of the
rates or levies necessary to meet the ex-
pense incurred. That has actually taken
place in Katairning. That town had, for
years, a most objectionable method by
which all the slop water was tipped into
underground tanks and later pumped out.
The stench was abominable, and it was
most expensive. Only those who benefited
by the introduction of the new scheme were
responsible for meeting the expenses. Mr.
Hainersicy need not worry about drainage,
and as pointed out by Mir. Wood, Subsee-
lions 4 and 5 cover all the other provisions.

Amendment, as amended, put and passed;
the clause, as amended, agreed to.

Bill again reported with further amend-
nments.

BILL-INCOME TAX.

Read a third time and passqed.

BILL-WILLS (SOLDIERS, SAILORS
AND AIRMEN).
second Beading.

HON. L. CRAIG (South-West) [6.12] in
moving the second reading said: This
measure is necessary because of the war.
The Wills Act of this State follows exactly
the English Wills Act of 1837, which made
special provisions for soldiers and sailors on
ac-tive service, and allowed then to make
wills. It provided that a soldier who was a
minor, under 21 years of age, could make
a will. A soldier or sailor could mtake a
wvill which was not in writing; that is, if he
made an oral will it was legal. He could
make a written will and it need not be wit-
nessed. All these provisions now apply to
soldiers and sailors, but doubt has arisen as
to whether they apply to airmen. There
were no airmen when this legislation was
first passed in England. This Bill provides
that what applies to soldiers and sailors
.,hall also apply to airmen.

Ron. A. Thomson: Does it apply to
nurse:.

R~on. L. CRAIG:- No, this Bill does not
provide for nurses, It is not considered
that nurses will be in such circumstances
that they will be unable to make a written
will, or have it properly witnessed.

Hon. T_ Moore: In the present days of
submarines they are in great danger.

Hon. L. CitAIG: No prov.isi~n is made in
this Bill for nurses.

Hon. J. J. Hohnes: Is there any reason
why they shoul1d not be provided for?

Hon. L. CRAIG: It is considered dan-
gerous to render too easy the making of a
will. Cases of fraud have occurred
ill Such circumnstances.

Sitting suspended from 6.1i to 7.30 p.m.

H~on. L. CRAIG: I was explaining that
the Bill provides that airmen shall be classi-
fied ns soldiers and provision is made for
them, although they may be minors, to make
wills under the same conditions as do sol-
dliem. The BUTl also defines what is a soldier
and what is a sailor. Under the o1(d Act
adopted from the English statute, a soldier
was constituted as such for the purpose of
making a will only when hie wats on the point
of going overseet from England. The Bill
provide's that it s5hall apply to all members
of the Australian M1ilitary Forces. Later
on I hope to move an amendment. As the
result of a consultation with then mem-
her for West Perth (,Mr. MKcDonald)
it was considered inadvisable that the Bill
should apply to all soldiers because many
are enlisted for home service only and faci-
lities are available here for the making of
wills in the ordinary way before witnesses.

Ani amendment will be moved to con-
fine the Bill to soldiers and sailors who
have been accepted for active service
anywhere outside Australia. A sailor
was defined as a sailor who was at sea only.
This Bill provides for the( inctlsion ot
marines who mayv be at sea or a sailor who
niay he in port. The Bill also proposes to
emnpower a soldier to appoint a guardian of
infant children. That was not provided for
in the original Act. After the 1914-18 war
the Wills Act in England was amended to
hring in thc provisions we are proposing
here. Last year in South Australia, Yew
South Wales and I think inl Victoria, Acts
wvere amended to make provision such as is
proposed in this Bill.

As I have already explained, the Bill pro-
vides that soldiers, although minors, may
make wills, hut no provision has been made
for a minor who has made a will, been to the
wvor, returned and been discharged, to revokce
the will.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Would not a subse-
(incnt will take its place'?
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Hon. L. CRAIG: Being. a civilian after
being discharged, he would not have the
right to make a will if he was a minor. Onk
his discharge he would become a civilian
and the right of making or revoking a will
would be taken from him, though, as a
soldier, he had made a will. An amend-
ment which will be put on the notice paper
tomorrow will provide that a civilian, who
is a minor, has been a soldier and has been
discharged, may revoke a will made by him
as a minor and a soldier.

Hon. J. 3. Holmes: A civilian who is a
minor cannot make a will.

Hon. L. CRAIG: No, hut a soldier who
is a minor may do so, and the Bill sets
forth how it can ho done. Those are the
main features of the Bill. I do not think
it contains anything that is controversial.
After consultation with the member for
WVest Perth I have given notice of three
amendments, and they are not controver-
sial, either. I hope the Honse will agree
to the Bill and the proposed amendments.
I move-

That the Dill be now read a second time.
On motion by Hon. A- Thomson, debate

adjourned.

BILL-WORKERS' COMPENSATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Recommittal.

On motion by Hon. C. F. Baxter, Bill
recommitted for the further consideration
of Clauses 2, 3, and 4.

it Commit tee.

H~on. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Honor-
ary Minister in charge of the Bill.

Clause 2-Amendment of Section 4:

Hen. C. F. BAXTER: I move an amend-
unt-

That in line 4 of paragraph (a) the word
''six'' be struck ont with a view to inserting
the %vorl ''four.''

If the amendment is passed, I propose to
move for the insertion after the word
"hundred" of the words "and fifty,"
which will make the qualifying wage for
compensation £450. We are fixing, a maxi-
mum that will stand for all time, not
merely for the present when high costs and
special conditions prevail. I have consid-

ered fully the various branches of industry
and believe that an amount of £450 -will
meet requirements.

The HONORARY rnNISTER: I hope
the amendment will not be accepted. The
question of increasing the amount has beeu
considered by the Premiers of the Common-
wealth. The main reason for the increase
is the fact of skilled men being engaged
on munition contracts to meet the war situ-
ation. They are working overtime, not of
their own volition, but as part of the war
effort. They are called upon to work on
shifts and on Sunday. Even in those
States where the amount is higher than here
-the exception is Victoria-the present
position demands that these workers should
be protected. In my opinion no sound
argument can be advanced why these
workers should not be covered. This ap-
plies in Western Australia, in South As-
tralia, more so in Victoria, and in New
South WVales.

Hon. V. Hamersley: Is the amount £600
ill Victoria I

The HONORARY M1INISTER: Skilled
mnen are receiving high wages, because they
are engaged on special work and are work-
ig long hours.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: We have not any-
thing like so many men working in muni-
tion factories here.

The HONORARY MINISTER: We have
men working on munitions at Midland
Junction, and in a couple of months or
less the factory now being built should be
in full production.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Has it not been mu-
tually agreed with the workshops people
that £C425 would cover themg

The HONORARY M1INISTER: It will
not cover thenm. We should not leave these
men uncovered and exposed to the risk of
suffering through accident. A sum of £450
is not sufficient.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: In Victoria £C409
covers them.

Hion. Sir HAL COLE BATCH: The pur-
pose of the Bill is to afford protection to
workers who are receiving greatly increased
wvages because of the war. This is an en-
tirely wrong way of meeting a situation of
that sort. We have read the very conz-
vincing speech of the new Prime M1inister
in whichb he said that every shilling wasted
was a gif t to the enemy. To my mnind
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there can be no argument whatever against
mn who are required to work long hours
being paid adequately for the additional
work, but the only manner in which such
extra payment can be reconciled with the
necessities of the country from a war
point of view is that it should be deferred
until after the war. What we should have
is not an amendment to increase the amount
from £400 to £600, but an amendment to
constitute a inan a worker even though his
pay and deferred pay may amount to £600.
The party responsible for the introduction
of the measure has pronounced its un-
shakeable hostility to the principle of de-
ferred pay.

Hon. G. Fraser: You would not defer
profits.

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: We seem
to be going about things in a wrong way.
We are living in a fool's paradise. Is there
a single wealth-producing industry in the
State at present that can be said to he truly
solventl I know of none. The wool-
grower's prospects are brighter, but we all
know the period of drought through which
he has passed and we know the uncertainty
of the future. The wheatgrower's position
is still more desperate; he is entirely de-
pendent on Government assistance. Skilled
labour is being taken from our secondary
industries for service in the Eastern States,
where industrial activity is greate-r. In fact
of all this, it is proposed to east an addi-
tional burden on industry, as increased
insurance premiums will make it still more
difficult for our few struggling sceondary
industries to carry on.

The proposal is not in the interests of
the workers on the bread-line; it is not for
the protection of the poor man's family. It
is for the protection of the aristocrats of
industry, those whose wages are far in excess
of what it is at all possible for people who
are producing the real wealth of the country
to earn. I would have no objection to the
proposal if a system of deferred pay were
introduced." U1.nder -such a sy'stem, a man
who customarily earned £0 or £7 a week and
who is now earning £10 or £:12 a week would
have his extra earnings taken away as de-
ferred pay. These workers should not be
allowed to have all their money for present
spending, for doing just those things that
the Prime Minister has so vigorously de-
nouneed. I support the amendment.

Hon. 0. FRASER: The statement just
made by Sir Hal Colebatch is one 'of the
most startling I have heard. He suggests
that a 'worker should forgo portion of his
wages, to be held for him like Kathleen
Mavournmeen-

Hon. L . Craig: What about our soldiers?
Hon. 0. FRASER: But that is a definite

condition of their contract.
Hon. L. Craig: You could make this a

condition also.
Hon. G. FRASER: But the position is

entirely different. If Sir Hal Colebatch's
suggestion were adopted, legislation would
be needed to implement the scheme. Further,
some definite provision should be made to
enable the worker to get his deferred pay
when it actually falls due. What proteetibn
would the worker have otherwise?

Hon. Sir Hal Colebatch: Just the same
protection as investors in the Commonwealth
war loans have.

Hon. G. FRASER: The proposal would
affect not only Government workers, but all
the workers in the State. They would have
no guarantee that the deferred pay would
be forthcoming when it fell due.

Hon. Sir Hal Colebateb: They would have
the same guarantee as has the man who lends
money to the Government for war purposes.

Hon. G. FRASER: If Sir Hal Colebatch
does not mnind my telling him so, that is. not
true.

Hon. L. Craig: It is.
Hot'. 0. FRASER: Why not pay the

money to the worker instead of to the Trea-
sury?

Hon. H. V. Piesse: Becauise in the latter
ease it would be used for war purposes.

Hion. 0. FRASER: It would be used for
those purposes if the worker got it. I would
rather that the worker received his wages,
because the money would be circulated. Sir
Hal Colebatch assumes that the main in-
creases in the cost of industry are due to
burdens such as this insurance, but a large
part of the increase is dueto the higher cost
of living.

Hon. Sir Hal Colebatch: But not up to
£12 a week!

Hon. 0. FRASER: A large pail is due
to the increased cost of living. The basic
wage has risen about 20 per cent. in tbe last
couple of years.

Hon. L. Craig: No, 61/ per cent.

1373



[COUNCIL.]

Hon. G. FRASER: It has risen from
£3 11s, to £4 Uls. Is that an increase of
6V% per cent?

Hon. C. F. Baxter: In two years?
Hon. G. FRASER: Yes. The increase

during recent years has been nearly 20 per
cent. If an increased burden will be east
upon industry, the insurance companies-
not the workers--will be responsible. The
reason for the amendment is to have workers
covered who in the past have always been
insured. Insurance companies will not be
running any greater risks; the number of
men employed at present is not so great
and the benefits to be derived from
this insurance will not be increased. The
insurance companies are proposing to insure
practically the same number of men at
higher premium rates and this is what will
increase the burden on industry.

Hon. T. MO0ORE: I am pleased the Com-
mittee is giving this matter a thorough over-
haul. We have embarked on a discussion that
I think should have taken place at Canberra.
What deferred pay has to do with workers'
compensation is beyond my comprehension.
Sir Hal Colebatch has been off the track; he
evidently thought he was hack in the Fed-
eral Parliament.

Hon. Sir Hal Colebateb: I would be sorry
to be there.

Hon. T. MOORE: His contribution to the
debate would be an excellent addition to the
Federal "Hansard."1 Why introduce the
question of deferred pay at allT

Hon. J. 3. Holmes: He is throwing a
spanner into the works.

Hon. T. MOORE: He is throwing a whoie
machine into the works. Sir Hal Colebatch
said that our industnes were declining. I
venture to say that the goldmining industry
is flourishing.

Hon. Sir Hal Colebatch: It is decaying.
The output is dropping each month.

Hon. TP. MOORE: It is showing a profit.
That is the point. We may find another
Boulder tomorrow. Workers engaged in the
goldmining industry and Earning high wages
are covered by insurance. Why are they paid
high wages? Because the mining companies
wrish to get their work done cheaply. The
industry is not carrying an extra load in
that respect. Men earning over £400 a year
receive the benefits of workers' compensation
and it is right that they should. No one
could make out a ease that industry is carry-
ing a greater burden in those eircumstane9.

In my young days workmen were treated
vecry badly indeed. 'No workers' compensa-
tion payments were made in those old days.
If a horse became lame, it would receive
more attention than would a man who
met with an accident. It would be cared for
until it was fit to work again, but the worker
had no protection at all. He was thrown
out on the world. As I have said before, he
was carried on by the good old boarding
housekeeper, and the companies did not
worry about him. We have travelled far
since those days and witnessed great
advancement over the years. I want to know
from those who say that things should be
better in this world of ours when a start is
going to be made to inaugurate the new or-
der of which we hear so much. I find that
many members of Parliament are quite pre-
pared to fight to hold all they have, and
give nothing- to those who have worked hard
all through the years.

lion. L. Craig: And you are a farmcr,
tool1

Hon. T. MOORE: I look after my men!
This does not affect the farmer in the slight-
est degree. I am prepared to stick to the
man who takes his coat off. The good old
drones who live on interest-those who never
take their coats off-nre the ones who are a
burden on industry.

Hon. H. Tuckey: There are few of that
kind.

Hon. T. MOORE: Industry is having its
work done by fewer men, and in that way
those who are working are earning over the
£400. I appeal to members to leave the
amount over £500 at any rate. Many a
time I have had to take around a list for
unfortunate people who have nothing. Their
mates kept them until they were fit enough
for the companies to re-engage them. As a
result of my experience, I am naturally
biassed in favour of the men. We need to
make this world better. Under this measure,
no man will draw more than £3 10s. a week,
and he will still be at a disadvantage if he
has a family. A lot of our workers have
large families, thank Heaven! That is what
we want, but they are at a disadvantage
all the time. If members pick up their
papers they will see how many acci-
dents occur. Of course, some members do not
get that good pa per, "The Worker." Some
of them are laughing. They are biassed! But
I read everything, the papers representing
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their views, and other papers as well. Wr:
can discover howr many accidents occur by
reading.'

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Motor accidents!
Hon. T. MOORE: The big fellows, doing

60 miles an hour, are concerned in those!
Workers receiving compensation will have
only £8 10s. a week. Men are working
hard uinder the system introduced in the
mining areas. The companies want the
work done, and those who are paid for
extra wvork because of the shortage of men
should receive fair treatment.

Hon. Sir Hal Colebatch: Make it £500!
Hon. L. CRAIG: I desire to contradict

a statement by Mr. Fraser about the rise
in the basic wage. Last week Mr. Moore
spoke in rather different terms from the
Minister. One concentrated on war indus-
tries, and Mr. Moore spoke of the min-
ing industry, which hardly comes into the
picture. The mining industry is protected
all the time; not legally perhaps, hut theme
has never been any question raised. The
Committee has more or less agreed that
those who have been protected under the
Workers' Compensation Act in the past
owing to a rise in the basic wage should
still be protected. It is right that a man
should not lose protection through an in-
crease in the cost of living. The date of
the inst fixation of the basic wage was the
1st July, 1926. The wage was £4 5s. on
that date. On the 28th July of this year
the basic wage had risen to £4 10s. 5d.,
that is, Ql per cent.

Hon. G. Fraser: You are dealing with
15 years ago; I was dealing with the past
few years.

Hon. L. CRAIG: Since the basic wage
was first introduced there has been a rise
of 6* per cent.

Hon. 0. Fraser: We are arguing from
different angles.

Hon. H. S. WV. Parker: Mr. Craig is giv-
ing facts and figures.

Hon. G. Fraser: So was 1!
Hon. L. CRAIG: Multiply 6?1 per cent.

by four to bring it to the £400 mark, and
there is a rise of £25. The cost of living
from the time the basic wage was first
fixed has increased £25, so that the pro-
tection required would he £425. Mr. Bax-
ter 's amendment adds another £25 for con-
tingencies such as overtime and so on.

The CHAIRMAN: The amendment is
only to strike out '"six."'

Hon. L. CRAIG: I presume it is Mr.
Baxter's intention to bring the figure to
£450.

The CHAIRMAN: I suggest to the Com-
mittee that if any member has a higher
figure to suggest, he should be permitted
to move it.

Hon. L. CRAIG: We cannot go on for
ever and say that whatever a man earns
he shall be protected. There must be
some limit, beyond which a man should
look after himself. I am not tied to any
particular sum but I think it is desirable
we should not bring in people who have
not previously been covered, such as senior
clerks. There are many folk in the £500
to £600 category who would be affected,
and that would add to the cost of industry.
I want to be fair but not stupid, and I
consider that to suggest £600 is extreme.
The State is already badly handicapped in
the way of industrial costs. For three
years I carried about with me figures
showing that costs were 400, 500 and 600
per cent, greater in this State in some in-
dustries than in other States. With regard
to the timber industry, the insurance cost
was up to £80 per cent. as against 1479. in
Vrictoria. I think Mr. Baxter 'a suggestion
is a fair one, and £450 is the limit to which
we should protect a man.

Hon. A. THOMSON: I want to be quite
clear that the amendment is only to delete
the word "six."

The CHAIRMAN: That is so.
Hon. A. THOMSON: When that is de.

leted, anyone may subsequently move any
word to replace itt

The CHAIRMAN: I suggest that we
start at "five" and go downwards. That
is the simple way.

Hon. A. THOMSON: I supported Mr.
Baster when this matter was before the
House previously and quoted extensively
from the Government Statistical Abstract.
At the time I was under the impression
that this was going to increase costs to
industry, but the position is that when an
employer takes out a comprehensive policy,
he pays a premium only on the actual
wages paid in the 12 months, up to a cer-
tain amount. I intend to support the
amendment, and unless someone else does
so, I propose to move for the insertion of
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''five" in lieu of "six." That seems to
me to be a reasonable compromise, and
should meet the wishes of those desiring
to have men in certain industries covered.
We hear a great deal about the new order
and what should and should not be done.

Ron. V. Hamersley: Then there will be
a lot more accidents!

Hon. A. THOM1SON: The Act provides
that a man will still receive only £3 10s.,
exactly as he does today. No increased
profits would be received even though the
amount were augmented.

Hon. E. H. HI. Hall: What is the objec-
tion to increasing the amount?

Hon. A. THOMSON: Some members felt
that an additional burden would be imposed
upon industry. I repeat what I have
asserted time and again without achlieving,
any degree of success, that the present sys-
tem is entirely wrong. We are discussing
workers' compensation that is allegedly
compulsory whereas it is certainly not com-
pulsory respecting- the man who has a stake
in the country. If the whole position were
reviewed, it would be found that many men
who have suffered accidents have received no
compensation at all because their employers
had fadled to take out the necessary cover
or were men of straw.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: Instances such as
you mention would he exceptional.

Hon. A. THOMSON: There are many
more instances that some members are in-
clined to believe. I am anxious about the
position of pieceworkers who, because of
action taken by an accountant or a secretary
of a concern, may not be regarded as
workers within the meaning of the Act and
way not therefore, be covered with an insur-
ance policy. That provides a loophole
respecting which I have cndeavoured for a
long time to secure some redress. In my
opinion the Government should control the
whole of this form of insurance, so that
workers would receive the compensation due
to them.

Hon. 0. FRASER: Mr. Chairman-

The CHAIRMYAN: This matter has been
discussed for two nights and if members
have not made up their winds by now, they
never will.

Hon. 0. FRASER: I merely wish to
point out that many workers, particularly
under existing conditions, do not know when

they will be called upon to work overtime
or on Sundays and are therefore, not in a
position to know what they will actually re-
ceive in the course of a year.

Hon. J. J1. Holmes: WVe had an amend-
ment to cover that position but you would
not agree to it!

Hon. 0. FRASER:- Because it was too
vague and referred to no specific amount.
From the insurance point of view it is quite
likely that, unless the Act is amended, it
may he found that although a man may be
covered by means of a payment through his
wages bill, onl account of his earnings by the
end of the year exceeding the amount pre-
scribed in the Act, he may find himself with-
out cover, Such instances have happened.

Hon. H.f V. Piesse: Do you know of an
insurance company that has turned down a
claimi under such circumstances?

Hon. 0. FRASER: We are at present
investigating that matter.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: It would he a pecu-
liar company that did that.

Hon. 0. FRASER: In the instance I hare
in mind the luan could have no knowledge
of what his wage would total for the year
because of the overtime he earned.

Amendment (to strike out word) put and
a division taken with the following result

Ayes .. . .15

Noes .. . . 7

'Majority for .. .

An!I
ilnn. r'. r. Baxter
Hon. Sir Hal Colebalch
BOB. L. Craig
Maon. A. A. flimmits
Hon. E. H. H. Haill
HOD, V. Hamersae
Hon. .J. Holmes
lion. 3. M. Maclarlane

Moon 3. M. Draw
lion. G. Fraser.
Hon. M. H. flrsy
HOD. E. M. Hesenan

NOEs

Hon. W. J. Mani,
Hon. G. W. Miles
Han, H. V. Please
Rion. A. Thomson
HODn. H. Tuecey
Hoo. F. R, welsh
Hon. H. L, Roche

(Teller.)

Hon. WV. H. Kitsn
Han. T. Moors
lion. WV. R,. Hall

(Teller.)

PAIR.
Ave. No.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker I HOn. C. B, Willams

Amendment thus passed.

Hon. A. THOMSON: I move an amend-
mnet-

That in lieu of thep word struck out the word
'five'' be inserted.

Amendment put and passed; the elanuse,

as amended, agreed to.
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Clause 3-Ncw sections:
Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I move an amend-

went-
That in line 2 of proposed new Section 20D

after the word ''or"' w~here it appears the
second time the words ''in the case where the
worker is unable for any reason deemed satis-
factory by the committee to make any com-
plaint himself' hob inserted.
As the proposed new section stands, it will
be Open to anyone to lodge a complaint. It
should be left for the worker in the first
instance to make the application, and if it is
impossible for him to do so then someone
else could act.

Hon. C. Fraser: The worker may have
died.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: In which event ho
could hardly make the application!

The HONORARY MINISTER: I op-
pose the amendment, which would make the
provision cumbersome. The original word-
ing is quite satisfactory.

Hon. L. CRAIG: I agree with the Honor-
ary Minister that the amendment would
make the provision more cumbersome; but
the more cumbersome we make it, the better
I shall like the provision. This is the clause
of which the doctors are scared. They say,
"We are liable to be shot at by anyone who
likes to shoot at us." One doctor said to
me, "If that clause is passed, I shall not
send a patient back to work unless my
opinion is confirmed by that of a specialist
working in the same line. I shall want
another opinion to protect myself." If any
member can make the provision still more
cumbersome, I shall support him.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not
like the amendment at all. We should be
obliged to Mr. Craig for his very frank
statement. His attitude is remarkable.
Many vases may be dealt with by one medi-
cal man without anybody being prepared to
make a complaint.

Hon. L. Craig: The Minister can lodge a
complaint at any time on complaint being
made to him.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Not if this
amendment is agreed to. The Minister can-
not lodge a complaint unless the worker can
show good reason why he has not com-
plained. The amendment virtually says that
the Minister shall have no right to hold an
inquiry unless the worker can give a good
reason for not having made the complaint.
There are certain people who will endeavour
to take full advantage, up to the hilt, of

every opportunity to wreck this measure.
That is why it is being amended. Is it not
possible that there might be collusion?

Ron. L. Craig: Relative to the worker,
yes.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not
wish to reflect on anybody.

Hon. G. FRASER: I can understand the
cutting-out of the near relative for the pur-
pose of obtaining an inquiry, but not the
cutting-out of the worker himself. It is
possible for the worker and the doctor to be
in collusion, and Mr. Baxter's amendment
cuts out the employer unless the worker
gives a satisfactory explanation. The amend-
ment makes the worker mainly responsible
for laying a complaint. The others cannot
come in unless the worker gives a valid ex-
cue for not having taken action.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: The clause should
be left as it is. The doctor who made cer-
tain remarks to Mr. Craig undoubtedly ex-
aggerated the position. Frivolous complaints
will of course be made, but they will not be
investigated. I am inclined to think the
amendment does not make much difference.

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: I am not
entirely satisfied that Mr. Baxter's amend-
ment is in the right place. It should he in-
serted after the word "employer." The
Honorary M1%inister should recognise that
there is some danger in the clause as it
stands. It includes a dozen different people.
To my mind it is not right that any one of
those half dozen different people should be
entitled to make a complaint to the board,
even though the worker himself was en-
tirely satisfied with the attention he had re-
ceived. Of course if the worker was dying
or disabled, it would be perfectly right that
the relatives should intervene. He might,
however, have recovered, and the near re-
lative might not be satisfied. I can under-
stand the amendment resulting in cases
being brought by near relatives, though not
too near.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I fail to see how
the clause will be cumbersome. The person
to wake the complaint first of all is the
worker himself if he is able. If not, all these
other people come in. The Chief Secretary
spoke of collusion. How many times do we
hear of unscrupulous people in another pro-
fession taking cases without proper founda-
tion?7 This is a very se-ious matter and the
medical profession might be very harshly
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dealt with. This clause is at present too
stringent. The amendment will not reflect
on the worker.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I have fur-
ther examined this amendment, and I think
Mr. Baxter will agree that to achieve his
object it will he necessary not to include the
word "or."

Hon. C. F. Baxter: It is not necessary;
I have not done so.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The question
before the Chair is that the words shall come
in after the word "employer." To achieve
what Air. Baxter desires the words should
be inserted after the word "or" and not after
the word "employer."

Hon. C. F. Baxter: That is what I have
moved.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is a dif-
ferent proposition. I raise no objection to
this amendment if it is inserted after the
second word "or" in line 2 of the proposed
new section. There will not he a great num-
ber of inquiries.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I move an amend-
ment-

That in line 4 of proposed new Section 20D
alter the word "Minister" the following words
be inserted:-' 'made within twelve months
after the occurrence giving rise to such com-
plaint."

Some time should be specified in which to
make a complaint, and 12 months is quite
long enough.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. C. P. BAXTER: I move an amend-
ment-

That the following paragraph be added to
proposed new Subsection 20D:

"If the Committee dismiss the complaint it
may order the person making the samea (other
than a person authorised by the Minister) to
pay to the medical practitioner whose conduct
or charge is complained of, the costs of and in-
cidental thereto, to be taxed by the Master of
the Supreme Court, for which costs the Master
shall give his allocatur, and such order may be
enforced and such costs recovered by execution
or otherwise in the same manner as if the
Master's nllocatur were a judgment of the
Supreme Court for the payment of a liquidated
sum of the amount at which such costs arc so
taxed and allowed."

Members can see the reason for this; it is
to deal with frivolous cases. There must be
some provision to prevent people causing
unnecessary trouble and expense. The

punishment is not very grave; they have to
bear the costs. This is nothing new. It is
practically on all fours wvith the timber mills
agreement with the doctors; and Section 26
of the Legal Practitioners Act is almost word
for word with this amendment. If it is
necessary to protect one profession it is more
than necessary to protect this particular pro-
fession which deals with a peculiar set of
circumstances. Where a legal practitioner
operates in one avenue the medical profes-
sion deals with workers' compensation eases,
and very aggravating ones.

Hon. H3. S. W. PARKER: I understand
this amendment deals with the case of a
complaint being dismissed with costs against
the complainant. I do not like the wording
of the new amendment. It is too cumber-
some.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: In what way?
Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: For one

thing it states, "The Master shall give his
allocatur." That is part and parcel of the
taxing costs and of the Master's job. It
states, "Such an order may be enforced and
such costs recovered by execution or other-
wise in the same manner as if the Master's
allocatur were a judgment." The Master of
the Supreme Court never gives an allocatur;
the Taxing Master does so.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Section 26 of the
Legal Practitioners Act contains similar
wording.

Hon. Hf. S. W. PARKER: Then it is
time we improved on the wording of these
statutes. Since that Act was passed, the
Interpretation Act has come into force and
also other Acts. I suggest, in order that we
may make this amendment shorter, that
progress be reported and the amendment be
put on the notice paper.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Has there been any
difficulty with the Legal Practitioners Actl

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: I do not know.
Hon. J. J. Holmes: Well, you ought to

know.
Hon. E. MW. HEENAN: I do not like the

proposed amendment. The procedure be-
fore the committee will be that if a doctor
is charged he will be entitled to have coun-
sel to represent him. If at complaint is
considered frivolous, a doctor should have
some redress regarding the expense to
which he has been put. If a complaint was
made at Kalgoorlie, according to the amend-
ment, the proceedings would have to he
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removed to Perth and the costs taxed by
the Master of the Supreme Court.

The HONORARY MINISTER: This
proposal is ridiculous. It would apply not
merely to workers but also to insurance
companies. If a man thought he had just
cause for complaint and was liable to pay
expenses, the only effect of the amendment
would be to hamper the work of the com-
mittee. Such a body should be given a free
hand to make its investigations.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I assume
that the committee might receive, com-
plaints that would he thought not worth
while investigating, but if the committee
thought that a prima facie case had been
made out, and after hearing the evidence
decided to dismiss the complaint, it would
be most unfair if, in the ease of a worker,
he was saddled with the expenses of the
hearing. This might not be a matter of
much concern to thc insurance companies
because they would not make at complaint
to the committee unless they had a sound
ease. It is not merely a matter of a frivi-
bous ease being dismissed; there would he
borderline eases. Possibly every justifica-
tion might exist for making an inquiry,
though the committee might eventually con-
clude that further action was -not warranted.
If the committee decided that a ease should
be investigated, there should be ample
opportunity to hear it. If, after the hear-
ing, the ease was dismissed, the pcrudt y in-
volved in this amendment should not he
inflicted upon the person who made the comn-
plaint.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: The speeches of
both Ministers have shown the ncuessity for
the amendment. Without it people may
make complaints as much as they like.
Apparently there must he no consideration
for the professional man. He must incur
the expense of legal representation, while
the person making the complaint would go
scot free, even though the charge -was
groundless. What is good in the timher
workers' agreement is apparently not good
in this measure. What is right in the
Legal Practitioners Act is not right here.

Hon. H. S. WV_ Parker: Who said that?
Hon. C. F. BAXTER:- You did, and the

amendment is a copy of Section 26.
The CHAIRMAN : Order! I ask mem-

bers when replying to interjections not to
usc the word "you," but to refer - to "the
hon. member."

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: It is wrong to
amend the Act in this way, but it is ap-
parently right for another profession to
protect itself by* a similar provision. Pro-
tection should be afforded to medical men
against frivolous complaints that entail ex-
pense1 trouble and anxiety.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:

Ayes . .. . .. 15
Noes .. . . .. 10

Majority for

AYES
Han. C. F. Baiter
Hon. Sir Hal Colebatch
Hon. L, Craig
Hon. S. A. Dimmitt
Hon. V., Hnaersier
Hnn. 3..!. Holines
Hon. J. M. Macfarane
Hon. W. J. Mann

THon. .T. M. Drew
Mon. 0. Fraser
Hon. E. H. Grey
Hon. E. H. H. Haill
Hon. W. R. Hall

NOES

5

Ron. 0. W. M1le0
Han. It. S. W. Parker
lion. H. V. Plete
Han. A. Tbhomson
Hon. H. Tuckey
Eon. F. R. Welsh
Hon. L. B. Boltoo

(Teller.)

Hon. E. M. Heenan
Hon. WV. H., Kitson
Han. T. Moore
'Hon. H4. L. Unehe
Hon 0. B. Williams

Malley.),

Amendment thus passed; the clause, a
amended, agreed to.

Clause 4-Amendment of First Schedule:
Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I move an amend-

ment-
That paragraph (a) be struck out.

The intention is to take into account the
yearly or the weekly amount earned, which-
ever is the larger sum. Surely that is not
reasonable to industry! At present the
average for the 12 months or for the por-
tion of the year that a worker is employed
is taken, which is a reasonable provision.
A person might be earning £250 per year,
but on seasonal work such as shearing he
might earn £10 or £12 a week. The un-
reasonableness of the paragraph is obvious.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: Mr. Baxter ap-
parently does not know what he is talking
about. If a shearer earned £30 a week, his
earnings wouild be above the maximum pro-
vided by the Act. Mr. Baxter also said
that civil servants should he brought under
the Act. But the whole point is this: The
maximum compensation payable is £C3 10s.
per week, inclusive of 7s. 6d. for each
child. Does an insurance company ask an
employer how many children his worker
has?9 Of course, the insurance companies do
not make any such inquiry.
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Hon. -L. Craig; They presuw
has three or four children.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS:
wvorker cannot get compensatior
amount than that provided
Why, then, should the cost
increase? I speak of what
from a ease prepared for me.

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBAT
amendment were carried, wou
be to take away the provisio
for each child-?

Hon. C. F. Baxter: No.
stand.

The HONORARY MINISTI
vision is designed to rectify
]edged injustice to men dese
fullest consideration. I refer
live by casual labour,'who go
house doing gardening work at
These persons refuse to apply
erfinent for assistance; they
and make a living somehow.
have two dozen employers.
companies admit it is difficult
incomes of these men. The3
15s. a day for a couple of wet
might be out of work for soin

Amendment put and a divisi
the following result:-

Ayes
Noes.

Majority against .

Hon. C. F. Baxter
Han, L, Craig
Hon. V. HaMerdey

IHan. 3.
Han. H.

NOS.
Ron. L. 8. Boitonk Han. W
Hon. Sir Hal Colebatch Hion. T.
Hon. J. M. Drew Hon. H.
Hon. 0. Fraser Hon. H.
Hon. E. H. Gray Hon. H
Ron. E. H_ H. Hali Hon. A.
I-T., n7 Wl fl.I fl

Lthe worker jority of members will applaud ths Govern-
ment for having introduced it. It will

Yes. The bring our State into line with all the other
of a greater States of Australia. The Bill, which is

by the Act. comprehensive, will deserve much consider-
of insurance ation in the Committee stage. My inten-
I knew, not tion is to confine my remarks to general

Pirinciples.
'Cl: If the The Bill proposes to repeal the Curator
Id the effect of Intestate Estates Act and the Official
a of 7s. 6d. Trustee Act, and to amend the Lunacy

That would Act, the Mental Treatment Act, the Ad-
ministration. Act and the Workers' Com-

R: Tis ro-pensation Act. If passed, it will abolish
aRn Thispo- the offices of Official Trustee and Curator

ang akow-th of Intestate Estates and will substitute

tovin oh in lieu the public trustee, who will appar-

'rom house to ently carry out the duties of those officers,
id thr jbs in addition to controlling a. big sphere of

td other jobs. ther activities. I consider that a public

battle aog trustee is needed in Western Australia.
Theyomg Apparently the other States concluded that

he mianc such an official was required, and investi-
to assessathe gations show that in those States the office

mightsearnth is justifying its existence.

~eks and then One of the chief virtues of the measure
ne time, is that it will awaken the public conscience

on tken ith to the necessity for paying attention to
on tken ith making a will or giving consideration to

5 what will become of people's pruperty
19 after they die. It is trite that at present

we have the Curator of Intestate Estates,
14 who is doing excellent work within his

limited sphere. It is also true that we have
two trustee companies with a long period

J1. Holmes of honourable service. Apparently the
Tuky(rlee.) business of those companies is conducted

in a manner with which no one can find
J. Mann fault. Yet evenl those two companies, in

Moore
S. W. Parker addition to the Curator of Intestate Es-
V. iZse tates, do not cover the full sphere of

Toson activities proposed in the Bill.
n. .a n.. a,. . .,CIu

Hon. R. M. Heenan Hon. 0. 8. William.
Han. W. H. Kitaca lan. J. A. niiniitt
Hon. J. M. Macfarlane' (Tller.)

Amendment thus negatived.

Bill again reported with further amend-
ments.

BILPURIO TRUSTEE.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

RON. E. ME HEENAN ('North-East)
19.35]: My remarks in aupport of this
Bill will he brief, because I think the ma-

The usual thing that happens when at
person dies intestate is that his wife or some
near relative makes an alpplication for let-
ters of administration. That occurs when
no will is left. If such a person happens to
be in some remote part of the State there
are great difficulties in the way. Much ex-
pense is incurred in engaging a solicitor in
Perth. On the oilier hand, if a person dies
in a country town where there is a solicitor,
the expense is greater than if the individual
had died in Perth. I suggest that that state
of affairs will be remedied to some extent
by this measure.
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Another provision that appeals very much
to me is that regarding estates of under
£500. Under the provisions of this Bill the
public trustee will not have to apply to the
court for a formal grant of administration.
He could take over the administration of the
estate within three months or after three
months have elapsed and in that way I
think the estate would be wound up more
expeditiously and much more cheaply. I
have in mind that the great majority of
people who die, leave something under £500
and also that their relatives are the ones
who are unable to incur legal costs. InI
many instances they have not the faintest
idea of what is required in the way of wind-
ing up an estate. The public trustee will
have all the various Government depart-
ments at his disposal. There is a clerk of
courts in almost every important centre
throughout the State and undoubtedly these
men will be agents for the public trustee.
Similar officers operate in every State of the
Commonwealth and they will undoubtedly
collaborate with the public trustee. In that
way the office should be able to function in
a manner that will give general satisfaction.

The proposal to establish this office has
been criticised on the ground that it will
constitute another State trading concern. I
do not think that criticism is very sound.*
Undoubtedly the office will have to pay its
way. We do not want it to be a burden on
the general taxpayers, but at present part
of the functions it is proposed the public
trustee shall carry out are already being
undertaken by the Curator of Intestate Es-
tates and by the Official Trustee and appar-
ently no complaint has been made. Addi-
tional public servants will be engaged and
they will have to be men of high capacity,
but they will be carrying out a duty that I
think is badly needed in every State. I am
sure that the office will vindicate itself.

As stated earlier, I also think it will
awaken the public conscience to an aspect
of business which at present is not given
much attention. There is provision that
anyone can make a will and deposit it with
the public trustee. That is a very good pro-
vision. Many people make wills and they
are lost and later onl when the person dies
his wishes are not carried out. Poor people
who have estates worth a few hundred
pounds arc not the ones who hand over
their business to the trustee companies. I
think that when the Government office is

[501

established and the public comes to realise
the value of it, it will be found to be of great
hdnefit to the community. I expect the House
will agree to the general principles of the
Bill. It is of a fairly comprehensive charac-
ter and has apparently been drafted after
careful consideration of measures operating
in the other States. Probably some minor
amendments will be needed. I have pleasure
in commending the Bill to the House.

On motion by Hon. H. L. Roche, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned tit 9.37 p.m.

1egiziative Resembip.
Wednesday, .22nd October, 1911.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read p~rayers.

QUESTION-GOLDFIELDS WATER
SUPPLY.

Sale of Scrap Steel.

Mr. TRIAT asked the Minister for Works:
1, Who purchased band joints taken from
the Goldfields water pipeline onl the section
from Meckering to Northam, for scrap iron?9
2, What was the price paid by the purchas-
er? 3, Was the price inclusive of loading
and freight to PerthV

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, Hadfields W.A., Ltd. 2, The sale was
negotiated by the WV.A. Government Tender
Board and covered all scrap steel onl the
Goldfields water supply system, of which
the band joints were only a portion. The
price paid by the purchaser was £2 per
ton. 3, Yes.


